
Will you entertain General Conference Delegates or Observers? 
A Hospitality Guide 

 
 

General Conference delegates and observers from other parts of the country and 
around the world will converge on the Portland Metropolitan Area beginning on 
Sunday May 8.  Will you offer hospitality to these United Methodist sisters and 
brothers?  Below are some points of reference for those who extend themselves 
or their congregations in welcome. 
 

“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have 
entertained angels unawares.” (Hebrews 13:2) 

 
 
Tips for Greetings 

• The Pacific Northwest is very informal relative to other parts of the country 
and world.  Consider addressing visitors by their academic, professional or 
honorific title and their surname initially.  Use first names only when invited 
to do so.   

• The most common greeting for men is a handshake with a warm, 
enthusiastic, welcoming smile.  Pause before greeting a woman to see if 
she extends her hand to shake. 

• Don’t rush the greeting process. 
• When greeting someone who is obviously much older, it is a sign of 

respect and deference in many countries to bow the head. 
• Use nametags whenever possible 
• Make an effort to correctly pronounce and remember the visitors’ names. 
• Walk with visitors when they need directions as you may be speaking with 

someone who’s English is limited. 
 
The Service 

• Consider offering visitors the opportunity to introduce themselves and their 
home churches.   

• If a visitor identifies her/himself as clergy, invite them to take part in the 
service by sitting with the pastor, reading scripture (even in a language 
other than English) or offering a benediction (in English or in the language 
of their heart). 

• Consider praying for the general conference, its delegates and visitors, but 
avoid any statements about possible outcomes of pending legislation. 

• United Methodist worship varies considerably around the world, from quiet 
and traditional to lively and Pentecostal.  If you can provide a variety of 
worship opportunities in an authentic manner, consider doing so. 

• Announce the coffee time or meal, with the hope that visitors will stay and 
meet the congregants. 

  



 
Fellowship or Meal 

 
• Consider escorting visitors to the coffee time or meal, and consider taking 

them to front of the serving line to honor their presence.  
• Consider providing a hot meal as many central conference delegates and 

visitors will be on limited budgets. 
• Rice is always appreciated.  Rice is a major staple among two-thirds of the 

world’s population.  In many cultures, rice is eaten at all three meals of the 
day. 

• Sit with visitors.  Converse about their worship and ministries.   
• Provide “to go” containers, and offer delegates and visitors food to take 

with them.  In many cultures, this is a sign of abundance and generosity. 
• Enjoy! 

 


